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Cuevas de la Atalaya , Cuevas de 
Maguez or Las Cuevas 

Lanzarote- Islas Canarias………… 
EXPLORATION 

By Laurens Smets. Speleo Nederland/Vulcan Vertical Lanzarote 
 
Situated in the North east of Lanzarote you can find the highest volcanoes 
from the Island.  Vulcan  la Corona with its height of 609m is the highest 
on Lanzarote. West of this Volcano you can find Vulcan los Helechos 
which with its height of 581m, is the second highest.  These 2 volcanoes 
form together with La Quemada a former eruptive system (Ref. Romero et 
al 1986) which are the basis for enormous lavaflows over and over again 
which in the end resulted in the spectacular eroded landscape as we can 
see nowadays. 
 

 
The Three Volcanoes, lava flows and some of the associated caves 

(After Gonzales) 
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Lavatubes such as the well-known 10km long Tubo de la Corona, but also 

including caves like The Cuevas de la Atalaya and Cueva de Lago Né were 

formed tens of thousands of years ago and are the remainders of old 

underground lavaflows which give us a view into the morphology of deep 

mother earth.  

About 90.000 years ago (Ref. Romero et al 1986 and Ref.  F. Sauro june 

2020) the Cuevas de la Atalaya  originated as pyroducts (lavatunnels)  

from the  eruption  of the Vulcan Los Helechos.  

The same happened  about 21.000 (+/- 6.500)  years ago when the last 

eruption from  Vulcan La Corona (Jantschke et al. 1994 and Church et al. 

2001) took repeatedly use  of the existing pyroducts and formed the  Tubo 

de la Corona as  now can be seen  in the 2 existing show caves. 

Cuevas de la Atalaya or the so called Cuevas de Maguez are situated on 
the border from  Malpais Maguez and Malpais de Corona.  These caves 
were already known for a long time, but for unknown reasons not very 
often visited, nor subject to scientific studies. The reason is unknown why 
these caves were so unpopular, it could be because of the fact  that the 
caves  are situated on private land and that the former owner was not very 
happy with visits. 
 

 
Carmen & Rogier at a Typical Maguez Entrance (Photo: L. Smets) 
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It also could be that the reason for the unpopularity was the former 
completely wrong description from the cave. It was said to be pyroclastic 
and mostly artificial (mined).  Nevertheless, these caves are really very, 
very, interesting both for morphology and for archaeological reasons.  
Although there is a lot of crawling inside it is really worth it as there are 
even nowadays almost virgin passages and the phenomenon’s are in 
some places  spectacular. 
 
At the end from the 1960s the first and only  known report was published 

about these caves in the Magazin Karst, number 22  october 1969. The 

article is short but  based on professional studies from Joaquín Montoriol-

Pous and Jorge de Mier who visited the caves. 

 They talk about a System Inferior of 200m in length and a System Superior 

of 400m in length.  At that time some of the Tubos Inferior were connected 

to each other, which now is not the case as at least 2 tubes are blocked at 

the end by an artificial wall  for stopping  blowing air through the tunnels 

as they were used as barn or  as shelter for humans.  

It is indeed through that at least which shows that some parts of the caves 

have been altered by human hand.  Entrances, but also small parts of 

some tubes, have been used for living or as barn for sheep and goats. As 

such these can appear to be quite artificially made as is mentioned before.  

In one tube there is still a friend of ours living (called Martin), a friendly 

person originally from Germany who has been living in here with 

permission of the owner for more than 20 years. You will not believe it but 

his job  is in the ICT business. 

Beside this it can be said that still more than 90% of the cave is wild in its 

natural state and not artificial or mined as claimed before. 

Our surveying in 2020   confirms now that the length from the superior 

part is 773m. and from the inferior sections (3 separated ones)  is indeed 

200m. So all together the system of Cuevas de Atalaya or Maguez is 

having a length of totally 974m.  
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Tubo superior Cueva de Maguez (A1)  Length 773m, 
This is the biggest tube-like system. As the cave is already 90.000  years 
old it is completely different from its adjacent sister system “the corona 
Lava tube”.  Whereas the Corona tube is an  enormous, even monstrous, 
lavatube with heights which are amongst the biggest in the world, the 
Maguez lavatube system is a small labyrinthic low sized lavaduct.  The 
superior system is, because of its age, in a degraded statewith some 
collapses  from the roof, loose hanging layers, cracks everywhere and lots 
of gateras (low crawling size galleries). All tubes end impenetrable into 
collapses. Mostly no remarkable airflow notable.  The tube is situated just 
under the surface, with an average thickness of this  sublayer of 
somewhere in between 3 and 5m. 
 

 
Carmen in Cueva Maguez A1 (Photo: L. Smets) 
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The superior system consists of 4 entrances.  All easy to enter except  the 
entrance near La Rotonda which is an awkward free climb pitch of 4m.  
The entrances of this cave have been used as a barn for animals, probably 
also a while for tourist-trips as the Boca Principal is really a very nice 
constructed entrance with walls, stairs and smooth footpaths.  The 
entrances are frequently used through the centuries, so it could be that 
this site is of  archaeological interest.  
 
Between Entrance La Rotonda and de Boca Principal a small Grave can 
be found, probably from an animal.   The entrance from La Rotonda has 
been used as a waste dump, which is a shame as the rest of the  cave is 
in fact very clean.  The most interesting part of the lavatube  is Las Gateras 
Mágicas. Here some galleries on several levels can be found . Even some 
very nice white-ish streambeds can be seen. Several lava beds, mid-level 
and bottom level are really in an untouched condition. 
 

 
Lisette at the Gateras Magicas (Photo: L. Smets) 
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Gateras Magicas (Photo: L. Smets) 

  
All through the cave the roof is consisting of lots of helictites (estafilitos). 
The cave entrances are situated on private land and as owners change  it 
is not always clear if you can enter the cave without permission.  
 
Some secondary forms can be found underneath; 

 
Repeatedly use of the tunnel as lavaduct and forming of Estafilitos (ref. 

Karst 22 1969) 

 
Secondarily  use  of the tunnel as lavaduct (ref. Karst 22 1969) 
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Survey of Cuevas de Maguez 
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Cueva Maguez (Photo: L. de Graauw) 

 

 
Cueva Maguez A1, Typical Gallery (Photo: L de Graauw) 
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Tubo inferior Cueva Maguez (Martin, B1 and C1) Length 131, 10 and 60m. 

These 3 caves are completely different than the A1 system. They have 

been mostly used for living or as barn . They are high walking size and 

there is a draught so these 3 tunnels were  ideal for habitation. In fact 

these 3 tunnels have been one long lavaduct once connected to each 

other and to the maincave A1.  Now they are split up by walls and 

separated into 3 tunnels.  In fact all is artificially hand made in here. Nice 

clear floors, rocks removed, a shower place, plants, walls, lounge, etc. 

Only the outer walls are original and left as they were. 

 
Cueva Maguez, Martin (Photo: L. Smets) 

 
What is very remarkable is that Martin stated that these tunnels leak like 
a shower when it is raining outside.  This is not what we would expect 
from these melted lavaflows. But as said before the tunnels are already 
90.000 years old,  so cracks can be found everywhere.  To overcome this 
problem Martin has to put a plastic cover in the roof as a shelter against 
the rain!! 
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As there are almost no animals in Lanzarote and no mosquito’s,  living in 
a cave entrance seems to be an ideal idea on this sub-tropical Island.  The 
only advice from Martin which you have to consider living in a cave.  
Please do not keep animals like a dog or cats in a cave as flees spread 
like a plague and you will be covered by bites all over.  He has been living 
in caves for more than 20 years, so bear this in mind when you consider 
becoming a cave(wo)man. 
 

 
Survey of Cuevas Martin, B1 & C1 
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Map showing the relationship between the Cuevas Maguez and the 

Corona System 
 

References: 
- Itinerarios didácticos por la isla de lanzarote, ciudad real, 2013, 

isbn 84-695-676-6 
geovol, departamento de geografía y ordenación del territorio 
facultad de letras, universidad de castilla-la mancha,  

 
- Karst, number 22  october 1969. By Joaquín Montoriol-Pous and 

Jorge de Mier 

 
Thanks to the exploration members February 2020: 
Speleo Nederland:  R.van Dijk, L.Smets, E. Birkhoff, L de Graauw,  

R. Meys 
UK:   C. Smith 
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